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	Passing the Baton

   In 1983, the Ferndale Board of Education made me the happiest and proudest band director in the world.  They hired me to teach at my alma mater where I had some of the best times of my life in music.  My student days at FHS were, in part, what inspired me to become a music teacher and I wanted to try and pass that passion for learning and music on to my students.  I was truly honored and very excited to step into the proud legacy of the Ferndale Band program.  It was my mission to honor those band teachers and students who came before me with a quality program that was respected and admired.  I always tried to not only make beautiful music but also to help turn out wonderful, well-rounded students who learned more than just how to play their instrument.

     During the past few years, I have found myself looking more at the big picture of FHS with an eye towards new ways to help impact the total school.  I never thought an assistant principal role would appeal to me but I feel that I can make an impact in that capacity.  Looking for a new and different challenge sort of crept up on me and I am grateful to Mr. Meier, Mr. Gold, Mr. Ivory, Mrs. Rabinowitz and Mr. Butler for their acceptance and advice as I take this big step late in my teaching career. 

    Part of the reason I am able to make this change is the high level of teaching that I have observed with Mr. Jamison.  He is a fantastic band teacher, with a proven track record and absolutely shares the same musical standards, expectations and sense of FHS legacy as I do.  I am proud to pass 
the baton to Mr. Jamison.
	       Over the past 22 years, I have been blessed to work with some of the greatest kids and parents in the world.  I am deeply indebted to all the volunteers who have given of themselves for this program.  I fear that I have never expressed myself sufficiently to you for all you have done for me.  So, let me give you a big THANK YOU! from the bottom of my heart.  You have become some of my best friends in the world.  And to my family, a special word of thanks for the love, understanding, patience, creativity and support in my effort to blend the time of “the job” with family.  I love you.
     You all know I’ll be around watching and listening, plus, I still have my hand in music with the two FHS Orchestras as well as the musical.  Once again, thanks to all of you for a fantastic 22 years and to you students – (I don’t want to see you in my new office!)

Musically yours,

Roger  Smith

Please Join us for Dessert

Monday, Sept. 20, 7:30pm

On the FHS Football Field

Meet marching band families

Watch the band perform

Pit families will supply dessert

(other donations welcome)

We hope to see you there!

              Marching Band Committee




Thanks to our generous sponsors: Batteries Plus; BD’s Mongolian BBQ; Credit Union One;

Drumdancer Records; Ed Schmid Ford; Ellis Magee Enterprises, F. Fax Construction; Ferndale Arts Council; Ferndale Educational Foundation; Grand Central Self Storage/Bethany Holland;

Hank Kinzey and Assoc., Karr Nut Products; Metropolitan Property Service/Jean Davis; Siemens; Spaulding & Curtin Funeral Home; The SIPCO, Inc.; The Suburban Collection; Wetmores, Inc.
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 Connie Jacobs, FAB President

When my oldest daughter, Julie (now a proud Ferndale graduate), joined the Marching Band I attended my first High School booster meeting.  Everything appeared to flow very smoothly; there was a core group of parents that seemed to do everything.  They were “The Boosters”, a well-oiled machine. Everyone had his/her role and it appeared to me that they didn’t need my help.  So, I didn’t volunteer to help with anything.  

That was three years ago.  The organization has changed from the BOG to the FAB, but the principles are the same.  My role has changed too.  I am now one of “The Boosters”, one of the core group of parents.  Consequently, I have a very different perception of the “well-oiled machine”.  I used to believe that I wasn’t needed; now I see that parental help has always been desperately needed, at any level.  It takes a lot of people, with many different skills, to run a successful Booster organization.

     Something else I have learned is that it takes a lot of time and energy to recruit people to help.  Telephoning people is extremely time consuming.  I know there are many parents that will do anything needed and are just waiting for “the call”.  The problem is that “The Boosters” often don’t know who is willing to help with specific things.  If you have ever tried to recruit people for an event, you know that it’s a lot easier to make a few phone calls to people that have done it in the past, than to cold call a list of parents whom may, or may not, be willing to help.  So, when we are organizing events and forming committees it’s easier to keep

calling on the same people, over and over.  The problem with that is that you end up with a small group of people that do the majority of the work, and leave a large number of parents with the “I’m not needed” feeling.  We are also missing out on new and different ideas that others could bring to the organization.  


	     As the new school year progresses, the FAB is hoping to establish support organizations (committees) for Orchestra, Vocal Music and Drumline at the High School, in addition to the current Marching Band committee.  We want to ensure that everyone that is willing to help is given the opportunity to jump right into the fray.  We may even do some whining and “arm twisting” to convince some resistant people that they actually do want to help.

     I know that everyone is busy, I work outside the home full time myself, but I’m   going to make a big request of all parents.  Please attend the upcoming organizational and regular booster meetings.  If your schedule prohibits evening meetings, please contact one of the organizers or teachers to learn how you can help.  Don’t wait for a phone call (you might miss out on some of the fun).  News, meeting information and contacts will be posted on the FAB Website: www.fsfab.org.  

The Marching Band committee has already had their first meeting, which was well attended.  The committee organizers have distributed forms requesting that parents note the activities in which they are most interested.  Those forms have been used to create a database.  For those parents that have volunteered, rest assured, you will be contacted.

     In addition to that “warm fuzzy” feeling you get from knowing that you are making a positive impact on our children’s lives, volunteering can be fun.  Just between you and me, some of this stuff is really entertaining.  Your friends and family members will be really impressed by your commitment to help, they’ll never know you’re having such a good time.  It will also make your kids nervous, knowing that you are talking to their friends’ parents.  They’ll wonder what you are talking about and worry that you’re comparing notes… it will drive them crazy.  I say, turn about is fair play!

     Come be one of “The Boosters”!  See ya at the next meeting!

                                            Connie
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Band Notes from

Mr. Elon Jamison
   So far, the 2004-2005 band season has been the best in my 7 years with Ferndale. Marching Band Camp at Interlochen was truly amazing.  The kids achieved an incredible amount in a very short time, more than any previous camp in which I've been involved. Every time we asked them to 'do it again, and now fix this or improve that' they did.  If they can keep working like that now that the school year proper has started, we will be headed for great things indeed.  The concert ensembles have already started playing as well, and the sounds we are getting are very good for early in the year with all three bands.  I have some great literature picked out for all the groups, and I am already looking forward to presenting it with the students in performance for their families in December.  In short, I am very excited about the prospects for the year and am looking forward to continuing to work with the Ferndale Band Family!
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	Dear parents and students,

   We are off to a fantastic marching band season-thanks to Bruce Bethuy's time and determination in turning the F.A.B. into a non-profit organization.

    Connie Jacobs and crew have put much time, and creativity into our general store. The "Flamingo Flockings" have been a huge success (earning almost $3000)

    We have an excellent group of staff, technicians, students and parent volunteers. Thank you to all of you for your time and hard work! Volunteers,

if we haven't called you yet, we will, because we still need lots of help.

    We will once again be hosting the Bands of America at the Silverdome on Saturday, September, 25th.Students and parents are needed to serve in a variety of functions. It's lots of fun to work together and see bands from all over the mid-west! Please contact Roger Smith @248 586-8647.

    We look forward to our first home football game on Thursday, September, 2nd and our first competition in Novi on Saturday, September, 11th.

    Let's work together to have a successful year!

    Marching band chairman,

    Jon Taisey
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	Fundraising News from 

Tammy Dengate

The fundraising committee thanks all those people who supported the marching band by flocking their friends and family.  You helped us raise over $2900.00 so far. The flock has agreed to do special occasion flockings for those friends and family members who might have a birthday or anniversary outside of the regular season. For more information call the hotline @ (248)399-3086 or go to www.fsfab.org.

 

   I would like to give a special thank you to all the flockers who helped out over the season, your help was very much appreciated. Thank you!!!!!

 

   November 20 will be our first annual Holiday Bazaar and Craft show at the high school. This event will include vendors from companies such Partylite, Pampered chef, Tupperware, Etc., and crafters. We are looking for volunteers to help out for this event. For more information please contact Tammy Dengate, 248 399-3044, or Michele Podzikowski, 248 543-6647.

   

        Tag Day a Big Success

  On Tag Day,  69 students stood outside local businesses and asked customers for donations to help support the marching band program.  This year's Tag Day, held on August  28th, raised over $1,600.Special thanks goes to Connie Jacobs, Karen King, Laura Mahler, Carol Olsen, Michele Podzikowski, Matt Rossman and Jon Taisey for their help in organizing and working this event.  A special thanks also goes to Elon Jamison for recruiting "volunteers" and getting up early Saturday morning to help us setup.
Joan Weidner, Tag Day Coordinator


	   The mission of the Ferndale Schools Fine Arts Boosters is to support, encourage, and promote any and all of the Ferndale Schools fine arts programs through parental and community involvement. This includes the Bands, Orchestras, Vocal Music and Visual Arts. This mission is accomplished as the Board of Directors establishes policies and approves committees to function under the requirements of an IRS approved 501C3 organization. Currently a committee will be recognized if it has a chairperson, financial assistant, and secretary. We have an active Band committee with Jon Taisy, chair; Joan Wiedner, financial assistant and Laurie Scott, secretary. Rob Wunderlich, Jon and Pat Taisy, as well as Dan and Paula Cardelli will fill those rolls for the Winter Drumline. If you would like to assist with the Orchestra or Vocal Music committee, please call Connie Jacobs at 248 544-3133.         

       Get informed on important issues that affect our district, such as the upcoming bond election on September  21.  Information is at the district’s website: www.ferndaleschools.org.  If you have questions, contact Bruce Bethuy, tri-chair of the Ferndale Citizen’s Bond committee.

                  Save the Date!

According to FSFAB bylaws, we must have an annual meeting of members. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 23, 2004 – mark your calendar! If you would like to help plan this event, email  Bruce Bethuy, JBFabdC@comcast.net, or call 248 399-6377.
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	Spectators Wanted!
 
If you've never been to a marching band competition, you don't know what you're missing!  Plan your weekends now and make sure to attend at least one, if not more than one marching band event this fall. It’s fun to go to events outside of Ferndale because you see what the other bands are doing too.  Try to see one of the early shows so you can see how much progress the band makes  by state finals. It’s truly amazing!   

                       Kathy Wiley

Ferndale High School

Marching Band

 2004 Fall Schedule
Sep   2  Ferndale Football Game  7pm

Sep 11  Novi Competition    TBA

Sep 17  Ferndale Football Game  7pm

Sep 18  Flushing Comp/EMU TBA

Sep 25  Host Bands of America  at

                The Silverdome

Oct    1  Ferndale Homecoming 5pm

Oct    9  Plymouth Canton Competition

Oct  16  Jenison

Oct  22  Ferndale Football Game 7pm

Oct  30  MCBA State Finals Silverdome

Nov 24 Thanksgiving Parade  TBD

FSFAB extends best wishes to Mr. Roger Smith as he assumes duties as an Assistant Principal at FHS. Thank you, Mr. Smith for years of dedicated service cultivating an extraordinary band program in Ferndale Schools that has been positively life changing for students, their families, and our community.   BRAVO!
	Ferndale High School

2004 Fall Concert Dates

  Nov 20  Autumn Winds 7:30 pm                  

              at Zion Lutheran Church 

   Dec   2  Band Concert 7:30 pm

  Dec  14 Choir Concert 7:30 pm

  Dec  16 Orchestra Concert 7:30 pm  
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Hospitality Committee

       At each home football game Pat Taisey and Michele Podzikowski serve six dozen donuts and five gallons of cider to band students. They will be calling band families asking for donations -please make their jobs easier by donating what you can, and call them back if they leave a message. Thank you for supporting our students!

Ferndale Schools Fine Arts Boosters Board of Directors

            Connie Jacobs, President

            Rob Wunderlich, Vice President

            Kathy Wiley, Treasurer

            Laurie Scott, Secretary

            Bruce Bethuy

            Bob Darwood

           Tammy Dengate

           Karen King

           Jane MacBride

           Joan Weidner

            Kathy Wildfong




Ferndale Schools Fine Arts Boosters 

2020 Burdette

Ferndale, Mi 48220

Ferndale Schools Fine Arts Boosters (FAB)

Membership Form  2004-2005 School Year

Membership Fee: $5.00 per person

Become a member of the FAB and help support all of the Ferndale School District’s outstanding fine arts programs. In addition to providing financial support, your FAB membership entitles you to voting privileges at our annual meeting March 23,2005. You’ll also receive our quarterly FAB newsletter, letting you know about upcoming fine arts events/activities. 

Name________________________Address_________________________________

City __________________________   MI   Zip Code ______________

Phone No. ________________________  Email ____________________

We hope that you will become an active volunteer in:

____ Band ____ Drumline  ____ Orchestra  _____ Vocal Music

____ Ferndale Fiddlers  ____ Visual Arts  ___ All Fine Arts

Make checks payable to FSFAB and mail to:

Karen King

54 Oakdale

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069

Thank you for your support!
